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industry, produced no doubt by a government
more sage than his, had previously been estab-
lished* He drew subsidies from his allies ; the
folly of granting which is no longer in fashion.
During four-and-twenty years of peace, he en-
joyed a degree of respect which rather resembled
worship than dread. He continually reserved, in
his states, some part of the money he extorted.
His new military discipline, a species of industry
of which he was the creator, not a little con-
tributed to his puissance; and his wealth, in the
midst of indebted Europe, would have been almost
sufficient for all his wishes; for, had the ardour
of his ambition longer continued, what he could
not have conquered he would have bought. Who,
indeed, can say whether Frederick II. was not
indebted, for a great part of his domestic success,
to the deplorable state of the human species in
Germany; through most of the states of which,
if we except Saxony, the inhabitants were still
more wretched than in Prussia?

Yet, SIRE, with efforts so multiplied, what is
the inheritance that has been left you by this
great King ? Are your provinces rich, powerfulat and wealthy net his idolatry21n-y before mentioned, wherehe word plebeian, and   this word is meant
